SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 23rd January 2006, in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.
PRESENT





Cllr D Gale (Mayor)





   "   N Aldis






   "   C Baker





   "   P Blaine






   "   R Frood






   "   J Gurney






   "   D Jaeger





   "   C Osborne





   "   M Pettitt






   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman
   "   R Smith





   "   Mrs S Sutton
1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs McMurdo, White and C Cllr Scott.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (95/05)
(a) Prejudicial Interests


Cllr Osborne

Agenda Item 6 - Scale of Charges
Member is Chairman of Sandy 









Football Club.

Cllr Pettitt

Agenda Item 6 - Scale of Charges
Member is Vice President of Sandy 









Colts Football Club and Vice 









President of Sandy Cricket Club.

Cllr Gale

Agenda Item 6 - Scale of Charges
Member is President of Sandy 









Colts Football Club and Life 









Member of Sandy Cricket Club.

Cllr Scott

Agenda Item 6 - Scale of Charges
Member is President of Sandy 









Football Club.




Agenda Item 7 - Annual Estimates
Member is proprietor of a 









Horticultural nursery business.

Cllr Aldis

Agenda Item 6 - Scale of Charges
Member is an allotment holder and









Governor of Maple Tree Lower
School (hirer of facilities).
Cllr Mrs Sutton
Agenda Item 6 - Scale of Charges
Member is employed by RSPB 









(regular hirers of facilities.)
2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (95/05) (CONTD)

Cllr Blaine

Agenda Item 6 - Scale of Charges
Member is a Governor of Maple









Tree Lower School (regular hirers









of facilities.)
All left the Chamber during consideration of these items.

Cllr Gurney

Agenda Item 6 - Scale of Charges
Member is a Life Member of Sandy 




Agenda Item 7 - Annual Estimates
Cricket Club.

(b) Personal Interests

There were none.

3.  SUPPLEMENTARY ACCOUNTS (96/05)

(a) Capital Account
The Finance Officer reported that an amount of £10,000.00 should have been shown in the Long Term Capital Programme on the Capital Account in respect of the sum allocated by Council to meet a contribution towards the cost of employing two Police Community Support Officers in the town.  This made the total of allocated sums £349,000.00.  The Finance Officer answered questions on the Account, a copy of which had been previously circulated.
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the current and end of year projected positions on the Capital Account be noted.

(b)  That a future meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee be requested to review both the Long Term Approved Capital Programme and the other Projects shown on the Account.

(b)  Repairs and Renewals Account
Cllr Osborne as Chairman of the Audit Committee pointed out that at present no contribution to the Repairs and Renewals Account had been included for 2006/2007.
If the expenditure proposed from the fund was approved later in the meeting a contribution would have to be made.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the current and end of year projected positions on the Repairs and Renewals Account be noted.

(b)  That a contribution of £5,000.00 be made from the Interests received on the Capital Account, into the Repairs and Renewals Account for 2006/2007.

4.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (97/05)


Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 12th December 2005

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated be received and adopted, Estimates Only Items – Minute No F67/05.

4.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (97/05) (CONTD)

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.


5.  EXPENDITURE FROM SUPPLEMENTARY ACCOUNTS (98/05)

(a) Capital Account
RESOLVED:  That the following expenditure be approved from the Capital Account for 2006/2007:
Purchase of Additional Chain to Mayoral Chain




      £  600.00

Purchase of Digital Camera







      £  150.00

Installation of railings at Bedford Road Recreation Ground



      £1650.00

Installation of Palisade fencing rear of Pavilion, Bedford Road Recreation Ground      £1000.00

Replace Rainbow Unit Tube Slide at Bedford Road Recreation Ground

      £4182.00

Replace Rainbow Unit Multi-Play Platforms at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground   £1400.00

TOTAL APPROVED EXPENDITURE FROM THE CAPITAL ACCOUNT        £8982.00
(b) Repairs and Renewals Account
RESOLVED:  That the following expenditure be approved from the Repairs and Renewals Account for 2006/2007:
Purchase of 2 No Cut and Strim Hand Mowers (Replacements)


      £1300.00

Purchase of 2 No Stihl FS350 Strimmers (Replacements)



      £1000.00

TOTAL APPROVED EXPENDITURE FROM THE REPAIRS AND

RENEWALS ACCOUNT







      £2300.00

6.  SCALE OF CHARGES 2006/2007 (99/05)

Members who had declared Interests, Under Minute No: 95/05 either left the Chamber or did not speak or vote upon the Items specific to their own declarations.

RESOLVED:  That taking into account the observations/recommendations in the Finance Officer’s Report the Scale of Charges levied by Sandy Town Council be increased to the amounts now agreed in the new Scale of Charges.  (APPENDIX “A” – COPY ATTACHED).
Members instructed that the new Bowls Club rent had been agreed for one year only, while negotiations in respect of a new Lease were underway.

Members also noted that the increases were on average 2.8% to 3.0% although some cemetery charges had increased by around 6%.

ALSO RESOLVED:  (a)  That those items on the “memorials” page in the cemetery section of the Scale of Charges and which are no longer permitted under the Cemetery Regulations, should be removed.

(b)  That a premium of 25% should be levied on the charges for the exclusive right of burial in the Border of Section L of Sandy Cemetery and that this should be noted in the Scale of Charges.
6.  SCALE OF CHARGES 2006/2007 (99/05) (CONTD)

After further debate regarding the existing Scale of Charges and a question if any policy existed in respect of annual increases etc, particularly in those areas where the clubs actually undertake maintenance themselves and where expense is incurred on materials it was:

RESOLVED:  That the Policies Working Group be requested to undertake a review of all Council levied charges sometime during the next year with a view to preparing a formal charging policy for adoption by Council.


7.  ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE 2006/2007 (100/05)
The Chairman of the Audit Committee referred to the Draft Annual Estimates which had already been circulated to Members and a revised page taking into account subsequent decisions of Council.

A great deal of work had gone on in the past week in attempting to identify savings and in negotiation with MBDC regarding the Public Conveniences and the TIC and all in an effort to keep any proposed increase in Council Tax to 5%.

Members should also note that before the Public Conveniences and TIC matters came to Council, the position was a “stand still” budget and a small reduction may even have been possible.

The most important matters to note were that MBDC had now agreed to meet the cost of the toilets for year 1 i.e. a contribution of £8,110.00 to the Town Council and also to increase its proposed contribution in respect of the TIC to £15,000.00 in year 1 and £10,000.00 in year 2.

In total this produced an additional income to the Town Council of £13,110.00 during 2006/2007.
In addition the increases in the Scale of Charges approved under Minute No 99/05 should produce additional income of around £680.00.

He would also wish to propose the following changes to the Draft Annual Estimates and if approved those combined with the above would mean that a 5% increase in Council Tax was the maximum that would be necessary.

Expenditure

Administration Offices   4220     Printing, Stationery etc      Reduce Projected to  £1800.00

Reduce 2006/07 Estimate to £1800.00

Administration Works
    4340     Fuel, Oil etc
Reduce 2006/07 Estimate to £1500.00

Cemetery                         4656    Grave Digging
Reduce 2006/07 Estimate to £7000.00

Bedford Road Open 

Space and Pavilion          5005    Electricity

Reduce 2006/07 Estimate to  £ 800.00

Miscellaneous                 6186    JMC Contribution
Reduce Projected to              £6060.00








Reduce 2006/07 Estimate to £6060.00

7.  ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE 2006/2007 (100/05) (CONTD)

Income

Administration Offices    7201    Rent etc Council Chamber   Increase Projected to £1000.00







Increase 2006/07 Estimate to   £  700.00

Cemetery                          7226    Burial Fees
                         Increase Projected to £13500.00

The Chairman of the Audit Committee answered questions from Members.

RESOLVED:  That the suggested changes as detailed be approved.

Members then considered the Special Items of Expenditure that had been recommended for inclusion in the Revenue Budget.

RESOLVED:  That the following proposed items of Special Expenditure from the Revenue Account be approved and included in the Expenditure for 2006/07.

Remove redundant fence posts at Skate Park, Sunderland Road


£225.00

Hire of Scarifier for Cricket Club






£250.00

Replacement Reels for Cricket Club Scarifier




£525.00

Planting 2 former Rose Beds at Faynes Corner




£800.00

Provide 2 new benches on The Riddy LNR





£120.00

Special Project Grant to Sandy Enhancement Group




£500.00

TOTAL APPROVED SPECIAL EXPENDITURE FROM

THE REVENUE ACCOUNT





          £2420.00

Precept

In the light of the increased income, the changes made and the now agreed Special Purchases, Members moved to consider the level of Precept required to fund the Town Council’s activities during the Financial Year 2006/07.

RESOLVED:  That in view of the now approved Income and Expenditure Estimates and additional items a 
PRECEPT OF £310,450.00

be requested from Mid Bedfordshire District Council for the Financial Year commencing 1st April 2006.
It was noted that this represented an increase of 5% over 2005/2006.  The new “D” Band Tax would therefore be £76.73 per household an increase of £3.65 per house.

Members also noted that this increase was actually over 2 years as no increase had been made during 2005/2006 and included for the same level of service but also for the Town Council to take on the two additional service areas namely Public Conveniences and Tourist Information Centre.
8.  PRESS RELEASE (101/05)
RESOLVED:  That a Press Release be issued regarding the Council Tax increase and explaining that this was actually over two years and included the additional service areas.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR 2006/2007
WITH EFFECT FROM 1.4.06.
Sports Charges







Charges for 2006/2007




 





                 £
Football

Sandy Football Club








 337.00

Sandy Colts - Junior Team







   48.00


          Senior Team







   67.00

Sandy  Football Club per team (Sunderland Road)




 156.00

Other Clubs - Seasonal use







 156.00

Casual use of Senior Football Pitch






   27.00  incl: VAT

Casual use of Junior Football Pitch (by Cubs etc)




     6.85  plus VAT

Cricket
Sandy Cricket Club
(Pitch and Pavilion use)




  358.00

Casual use of Cricket Pitch







    27.00  incl: VAT

Bowls
Sandy Town Bowls Club







  150.00

Rink Fees - Bowling Green per person, per rink, per hour



      3.30 incl: VAT

23rd January 2006.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR 2006/2007

WITH EFFECT FROM 1.4.06.










Charges for 2006/2007










               £
Premises, Hire, Leases etc.
Pavilion Hire and use of Electricity per session




15.50  (inc:VAT)

(£13.19 plus £2.31 V.A.T.)






     (if applicable)

(Hire of Council Chamber per session (4 hours)




40.00 plus VAT

( “     “ Committee Room  “       “         “    “     )




34.50

Scout H.Q. (fixed by Lease)







  1.00

A.C.F. (fixed by Lease - 3 year period) (Review w/e from 1.1.2006)
          130.00

Sandy Sports and Leisure Association (Ground Rent)



  1.00

Sandy Village Hall (Ground Rent)






  5.00
The Riddy

Grazing Licence







               -

Angling Licence







          370.00
Allotments
Stratford Road Allotments - per pole






  4.24

Market
Market Contract







       5,605.00

Market Rent - per Saturday Stall*





            

V.A.T. now chargeable on anything under 10 consecutive weekly bookings (excluding Clubs

exclusive use), for sports field use etc.  V.A.T. Not chargeable on land rents.

* Market rent for a Saturday Stall will be considered by Council if an application is received.

23rd January 2006.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR 2006/2007

WITH EFFECT FROM 1.4.06.

Charges for 2006/2007










               £
Advertising Rates in Sandy Annual Report and Newsletter

Quarter of a page advertisement






47.00

Half page advertisement







82.00

Full page advertisement







105.00

These figures are subject to VAT at a rate of 17.5%

CEMETERY - POTTON ROAD, SANDY, BEDS

MEMORIALS








  £
Any headstone, vase or tablet permitted under the Burial



22.50

Regulations for Sandy Cemetery








The fees indicated above include the first and any subsequent inscriptions.

Treble fees are charged for Non-Parishioners.

The Burial Regulations for each section of Sandy Cemetery should be consulted before

permission is sought for the erection of a memorial.  Memorials should not be erected before

written permission from the Town Council is received.

23rd January 2006.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR 2006/2007

WITH EFFECT FROM 1.4.06.

Exclusive Rights of Burial in Earthen Graves



(i) For the exclusive right of burial in the borders of section L

(a) in an earthen grave 7ft x 3ft




£  57.50

(b) in an earthen grave 7ft x 6ft




£  90.50


Includes 25% premium for border plots.

(ii) For the exclusive right of burial of cremated remains in section K

(a) in an earthen grave 2ft x 2ft extra depth for double grave 
£  50.00


(b) in an earthen grave 4ft x 2ft




£  71.50


Cremated Remains: Should double depth be required grave must be purchased.


Tablets are the only memorials permitted.


Treble fees are charged for non-parishioners.



(iii) For the exclusive right of burial in all other sections of the cemetery 

(a) in an earthen grave 7ft x 3ft




£  46.00

(b) in an earthen grave 7ft x 6ft


  

£  72.50


The fees indicated for the various heads of the Part include the cost of the Deed of Grant.

Treble fees are charged for non-parishioners.

23rd January 2006.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR 2006/2007

WITH EFFECT FROM 1.4.06.

Cemetery

General







    £

Maintenance of Graves (per single grave not planted)

29.00 per annum plus VAT

Maintenance of Graves (Per single grave planted twice a year)
68.00 per annum plus VAT

New requests for maintenance of planted graves (per single grave)
89.50 per annum plus VAT

Maintenance in Perpetuity (by Request or Legacy)

        1439.00 Minimum plus VAT

For Scattering Ashes of Cremated Remains


            14.25

Interments
For the Interment in any grave


(i) of the body of a still born child or of a child whose


    age at the time of death did not exceed one month

 7.50


(ii) of the body of a child whose age at the time of death 


     exceeded one month but did not exceed 12 years
           15.00


(iii)of the body of a person whose age at the time of 


     death exceeded 12 years



         175.00


(iv) For any interment in a Vault


         175.00


(v)  For the interment of Cremated Remains in a grave        74.00

The above fees include the digging of the grave and apply only where the interment is

made between the hours of 10 am and 4 pm on Monday to Friday or between the hours

of 10 am and 11 am on Saturday or on the certificate of a coroner or registered medical 

practitioner that immediate interment is necessary.*

*In any other case an additional fee of £42.00 is payable.

If the Cemetery Chapel is used a fee of £31.00 is payable.

*The fees indicated above apply where the interment is at a depth not exceeding 7 feet.

For each additional foot or part thereof an additional £37.00 is payable.

Note: V.A.T. now chargeable on all grave maintenance items.

Treble Fees are charged for Non-Parishioners on all items.

23rd January 2006.
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